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It was love at first sight
when Andy and I rounded
the corner and caught our

first glimpse of the Cortijo del
Marques. This charming, care
fully restored, Andalusian manor
house set in olive groves is a
20-minute drive from Granada
and the world famous Alhambra
Palace. There are not many
places that I have visited, that
can claim to be the perfect wed
ding, honeymoon and holiday
venue while also being a won
derful family home. Yet, this de
lightful venue is all of the above
rolled into one.
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The drive up to the hotel was an
experience in itself. After hav
ing a fight with the neighbour's
stroppy goose, which refused to
let us drive any further, we then
had to dodge chickens, before
being greeted by another neigh
bour's enormous dog. Arriving
with a big grin on my face, Andy
muttered, "Well, you wanted
nature. "

If you are searching for a spe
cial place to unwind then look
no further. With its large patios,
olive groves, and wheat and
sunflower fields - you can truly

experience the beauty of
Andalusia. The exact age of the
Cortijo del Marques remains un
known. However, we know that
before the Marquis of Mondejar
converted the main building into
his manor house, it was a con
vent. The 4,000-hectare estate
was planted with olive trees, the
traditional crop of the area. More
than 30 peasant families lived in
the estate's buildings and - like
in any other small village - it had
a miller, a blacksmith, a teacher
and a shepherd.

In 1878, the chapel was built,
which together with the fortified
tower are the most recent addi
tions to the Cortijo. The peasant
families living at the Cortijo del
Marques, as well as those of
nearby farms, who also worked
for the Marquis, used to attend
Sunday mass at the chapel.

The restoration work on the Cor
tijo buildings began in 2002. The
main aim was to preserve all the
original elements and materi-
als of the Cortijo del Marques.
Unusual architectural elements
were used to decorate the
rooms: Roman columns, olive
oil cisterns, pigeon niches and
wooden mangers.

Every bedroom invites you to ex
perience a little piece of history.
My favourite guest room was
the El Granero (The Granary),
an amazing 80m2 suite in the
former granary of the Cortijo
with a five-metre high, original
wooden ceiling and stone walls.
Other special features were a
four-poster bed, a beautiful sit
ting area and an enormous tiled
bathtub. Andy preferred Los
Aljibes (The Cisterns), a spa
cious 108m2 suite comprising a
large main room with fireplace,
four Roman columns and a
spectacular bath built around
gigantic olive oil cisterns.

If this wasn't enough to take your
breath away, we were then taken
through a tiny wooden door, like
something out of Alice in Won
derland, and we popped out into
the exquisite chapel. I have to
admit I was actually moved to
tears. It was so overwhelmingly
beautiful, it left me speechless.
As this doesn't happen a lot,
Andy had to check that I was still
breathing. With its 111 m2 floor
space, it is a beautiful setting
for weddings, concerts, dance
performances and other social
events. Having been restored to

its former glory when it was built
in 1878, the altar laterals still
show the ancient family coats of
arms of the blue-blooded former
owners. I couldn't imagine a
more perfect setting to get mar
ried in.

Although the Cortijo is out of this
world, what sets it apart is the
welcoming family who own it.
You couldn't ask for better hosts.
"Just like you, it was love at first
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sight," explained Silvia. "My hus
band Eilko and I were looking for
a weekend house near Madrid
when we somehow stumbled
upon the Cortijo del Marques in
Granada. The time was right as
we had been looking for a way
out of the rat race for a while. "

Silvia is a former Austrian diplo
mat and marketing professional,
whereas Dutch born Eilko was
trading the financial markets dur-



ing his banking career. Between
them they speak Spanish, Eng
lish, German, Dutch and French
enabling them to cater for many
different nationalities. Eilko and
Silvia have two beautiful sons,
Pedro (4) and Mateo (2), both
born in Madrid.

Now they run the Cortijo del Mar
ques as a small-scale exclusive
country hotel, offering guests a
unique, relaxing experience. This
is complemented by offering
high-quality food based largely
on local recipes, as well as an
outstanding wine and drinks list.
And, boy does Eilko know his
wines. To impress Andy's palette
is no easy task, however, even
he thoroughly enjoyed the wines
that Eilko served.

The food and service were su
perb. The couple are adamant
about sourcing local products.
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Even though I have lived in
Spain for over seven years, I
hadn't tried many of the dishes
on the menu and they were all
delicious. Nothing beats home
cooking.

The big question is: would I have
my wedding there? It is hard
to imagine more romantic sur
roundings than the Cortijo del
Marques. Moreover, when you
make a reservation for your wed
ding, the couple guarantee ex
clusivity. All the banqueting halls
and patios are multi-purpose,
including the chapel. In the sum
mer, there are two patios where
the wedding reception and/or
banquet can be held: the central
cobbled patio with orange trees
and fountain, or the front patio
which has stunning views of the
main facade of the Cortijo manor
house and its impressive cha
pel. During the cooler months,

there are two indoor spaces
available. The actual wedding
ceremony can be held in the
chapel or in any other location to
your choice. In short, the Cortijo
del Marques is open for you to
use your imagination in order to
make your wedding a celebra
tion to remember.

I have always dreamt of hav
ing my wedding by the sea,
however, after spending time
at the Cortijo this notion has
been firmly dismissed, as now
I wouldn't want to get married
anywhere else!

Cortijo del Marques Cmnino del ;\I[ll'ljlles sin
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cortijodelmarques.com
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